~ Glhe more the merrier
Nothing is done by halves in creating a sumptuous,

made from-scraich Christmas n this elegant home
, SUE ALLISON AP ELIZABETH GOODALL

3s NIHAG



7N HEISTMAS MAY conx but once a year, dar that doesa's
\ mean you cant spin if ost for 2 boag as possole
Candy Harding so loves the festive scasoa thar she
e sntitnes leaves a trew up for all 12 meaths
Candy, whe lives with ey hisband Fred in 2 Geooegran.s vk
botne on the banks of the Avoa Fiver In Christchurch, decks the
Ealls with trimmizgs [romn all over the woekd and b s manras
four themed Christmas trees throughout the house. The ot
farvish takew her sp to two moet™ss to assemble, =0 litthe womder
she & loath 10 dismant it
“M there was a Mother Christmas it would be Candy,” syyvs
Fred, who is no Scrooge hisssdf Eves withowt the trapping of
Yaktide, the Merivale house s a tribuie to the Hardings'
st uboes attention %o detail. The conple bought the imposing
home foar years ago. Dall at the term of the millennium, it vas
the Iest honee devigned by the lase oba Trengrove
“As w000 as we walked a, we saw i had good charactersdics

and 3w polential to add the detsl] we like,” says Fred
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SCHRISTMAS FOR US IS ALL ABOU T

THE EAMILY... THE THING QUR KIDS,

WILL REMEMBER WILL BE WAKING 10
TEE SOUND OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC”
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THIS PAGE (hachwse ke nght) The urre were erported hom

Haddoratone inthe UK Bicherd Fowler Landscapmodid e penre

drpe and thoreracec The gaw laadc o o ety whers the Sarey beed e
Juckcr ar sel off lor carcerg e

OPPOSITE (chockwene o top et} Made by in the chddren croom,
ahech 6 oqupped wib o wide range ol bocks erd foyn The chendebe

5 3 French arcbaue 1hat was shipped 1o New Zesiend hanging om ¢ hook
na big wooden crate Candy boug™t Chadie Bear lion from Fartrum

A Mescninlordon

IS Tun and mst takes 2 Bl of eatra effoort,” <o Cangdy, “Too
dlen mothers moa ke rooms for themselves, not toc the childven.”

W hen thear own offspeing, Natalie and fames, were small, the
Hardlogs speon theee pears (n Michigan, where Fred was
sudying Jest as Candy likes the American style of furnisying
dic cnioved their fervour for lestivities, "We Joved our
Carstmases in America.” She has transpoeted that eathusissm
Back homse, along with many of the physcal trappings

“Christmas ke ws is all adour famdy,” says Camdy, who
dexcribes their Christmas as very traditional Qoe tradition Is
that Fred cooks the Christmas disser. “IF you saw Fred)
Christmas dinner, you would be staggered. He's a great cook and

Be poc 1o bown,”
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o Lachan Smagly Grenced in the desgneds bayuvenar label

ot the bed the tactan carpel one of the orke thinga archanged

hinaintarior ‘goes pertectly, 1o Candy who Sed N 30U

n of ber parerds erdarged o harresd o 1 the Berve

llpaser in the entrance hall i hanck painted By Faul

cry, he chasddices are Swarovski, she dahstrode In
eell handmade by Christchurch Sted] and the guest
s entirely Ralph lasores Every hasdle, switch and
beers caretully chosen. "Candy bs very partscularn says
s »dd s that, har a miner dispule over a drainpge (Tshe
L thy have beent on the same page Lo every decishon
s attantion to Setall extonds to practical coosd deratinns
ry bt of space.” Caits i point: the 3ny but pertectly
laundry behind the en sulte bathrovas, o fold-dosn
and “cupboand” and rollaway shoe dwwers

vars nagazine for ideas and & ever-vigilant wiile on
s, N henever we go overseas, Cancdy s always 1aking
i, ” says Frad. The new deable front door & a cogy of
~d Ina Parks apartmens

has made 2 "duddeen’s Sream roar” e their fous
dress “1've abways loved children's thiags and | wanted

tory. she savs Ginghame, stripex anc animal patterss

erful. backdrop for a menagerie of soft tovs, nursen
ms and shelves Tined with books, Candy’s precions
ditwm of The Magic Fanimay Tree anoag thess The

whoch the children raMd for parties, is packed with

w Sovate coulure Qresses and Dasiey ot
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o Londan’ Fort ond gaone caserle
part of the Clridlees setiing

orrosite Frad and Coandy s dasghien v Hardoy, who has

2 dyhrg soonoany, Hedey end Co, prd bedoeed decoryne he howss
seber Candy

1 f\;" tree, which leolures Qs decorab ormiipeciny peirted Hardieg

wperaset Soba wihbar puzzie whie Lachles pie

Lyrily Sards sachs ¥om Forteun & Maion 91 nrent of afire sarraurd
bomFrareos & Co nthe US

[he lock the couple were after wies Hew Yook ehegance. “We go
1o the US all the time snd like the Amsesican ook and the way they
do things.' save Candy. T wasted 3 Ha nplons wrle of bouse”

While visting the Pacific Design Center in Wesd Hollywood,
Candy and Fred chanced upoa the Nancy Corzine showroos
and specifically, designer Devin Bocuanan, "8 started with »
chair in the master bedroom and the ahole Bouse evolved from
there.” s Candy. Devin has been responsible for much of the
imterioe d sign - choosrg furniture, solosr (paint was shipped
from the USL wallpaper and soft fu nishings. Nancy Cordine
furniture wiss mode to measure for the Bving rcom, masker
vedroam and foyer in consultatioes with local architectural
designer auren Gasson and huikler Rick Griltin

“The soccess of 2 house is in the Setaali” says Candy, wis
started the renovacioas by adding cernices and architraves in
every tocm. All the mirrons, inclodiog in the bathroome, have
bevelled lass. “You only wam to o bevelled glas,” e sap
‘It grves wat luxury fr aaind book”
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tH1S PAGE The Havdings howne vwawind bare the river: s varvounded by
alormud garden desdgred by By McMater ol bnude Out Desgn

Frod sarts preparing the wcal the might before and then geis
up befors daws and tures on the music. “The thing cur kids will
remembar will be waking 10 the sound of Christmas muss
through the bouse”

Cand~ miakes her own Christnnai cakes, plum paddings m
bags and 4 legendary beandy sance ming whipped egg whites

*I don't Sebiere in buving anything.”

The ‘amile. which indhades Hogo, their dderly goiden
retriever gather mid morning and dart the celebratinns with
bubbly and uibbles whake the chikinm opes their stockings
Candy oves Christmas and these Eids are spollt rodten,” sy
Fred Diner s at Ipm amd the altersoon i spest phiyiog games

o the Lawa by the river. The keftovers koa foc days
“We dont do things by halves” saoys Candy, “It's everythin

you think Chrstmas should be, and moee”













